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spoke so eloquently of the color-blind
Constitution. Since that time, we have
made much progress in reducing preju-
dice and discrimination in America.
But we are far, far from the goal of a
society in which individuals are treat-
ed as individuals and where irrelevant
biological characteristics are treated
as irrelevant.

As we mark the 100th anniversary of
the shameful Plessy decision, we
should turn our attention again to the
principles so forcefully stated by Jus-
tice Harlan in his renowned dissent.
Those principles find expression here in
this Congress in the Equal Opportunity
Act.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we reaf-
firm the principles of equality before
the law and nondiscrimination. We can
do so clearly and unequivocally by
passing the Equal Opportunity Act and
ending the odious system of race and
gender preferences established by the
Federal Government. We can recognize
once and for all that each American
has the right to be treated by our gov-
ernment, not as a member of a particu-
lar race or gender group, but as an in-
dividual American citizen, equal in the
eyes of the law.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. MANZULLO (at the request of
Mr. ARMEY) for today after 3 p.m., on
account of a family emergency.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ABERCOMBIE) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. RICHARDSON, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. DELAURO, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. WELDON of Florida) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. WELDON of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DICKEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MCINTOSH, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, on May 21.

f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ABERCROMBIE) and to in-
clude extraneous matter:)

Mr. BORSKI.
Ms. PELOSI.

Mr. MENENDEZ.
Mr. MORAN.
Mr. SERRANO.
Mr. VENTO.
Mr. BONIOR.
Mr. TORRES in two instances.
Mr. KANJORSKI.
Mr. BARCIA in two instances.
Ms. DELAURO.
Mr. STOKES.
Mrs. MALONEY in three instances.
Mr. CLYBURN in two instances.
Mr. TOWNS in three instances.
Mr. VISCLOSKY.
Mr. UNDERWOOD in three instances.
Mr. GORDON in 10 instances.
Mr. KLECZKA.
Mr. FAZIO of California in two in-

stances.
Mrs. THURMAN.
Ms. HARMAN.
Ms. WOOLSEY.
Mr. LANTOS.
Ms. SLAUGHTER.
Mr. WARD.
Ms. NORTON.
Mr. COLEMAN.
Ms. ESHOO.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. WELDON of Florida) and to
include extraneous matter:)

Mr. QUINN.
Mr. DAVIS.
Mr. GREENWOOD.
Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. LAZIO of New York.
Mr. DORNAN.
Mr. GEKAS.
Mr. GINGRICH.
Mr. WALSH.
Mr. LAHOOD.
Mr. HORN.
Mr. SHUSTER.
Mr. DIAZ-BALART.
Mr. THOMAS.
Mr. NETHERCUTT.
Mrs. KELLY.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. CANADY of Florida) and to
include extraneous matter:)

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.
Mr. SHAW.
Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut.
Ms. WOOLSEY.
Mr. STEARNS.
Mr. CONDIT.
Mr. MCDADE.
f

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight reported that that
committee did on this day present to
the President, for his approval, bills of
the House of the following title:

H.R. 1836. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire property in
the town of East Hampton, Suffolk County,
New York, for inclusion in the Amagansett
National Wildlife Refuge; and

H.R. 1743. An act to amend the Water Re-
sources Act of 1984 to extend the authoriza-
tions of appropriations through fiscal year
2000, and for other purposes.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Monday, May 20, 1996, at
2 p.m.
f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

3036. A letter from the Administrator,
Rural Utilities Service, transmitting the
Service’s final rule—RUS Specification for
Aerial Service Wires (7 CFR Part 1755.700–
.704) received May 16, 1996, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

3037. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting amend-
ments to the fiscal year 1997 appropriations
requests for the Department of Agriculture
[USDA], pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1106(b) (H.
Doc. No. 104–215); to the Committee on Ap-
propriations and ordered to be printed.

3038. A letter from the Under Secretary of
Defense, transmitting the Secretary’s se-
lected acquisition reports [SAR’s] for the
quarter ending March 31, 1996, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 2432; to the Committee on National
Security.

3039. A letter from the General Counsel,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Cargo Pref-
erence: Available U.S.-Flag Commercial Ves-
sels (RIN: 2133–AB25) received May 16, 1996,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on National Security.

3040. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Employment Standards, Department of
Labor, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural
Workers Protection Act (RIN: 1215–AA93) re-
ceived May 16, 1996, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Economic
and Educational Opportunities.

3041. A letter from the Managing Director,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—Imple-
mentation of Section 273(d)(5) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as Amended by the
Telecommunications Act of 1996—Dispute
Resolution Regarding Equipment Standards
[GC Docket No. 96–42] received May 14, 1996,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Commerce.

3042. A letter from the Managing Director,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—
Amendment of the Amateur Service Rules to
Implement a Vanity Call Sign System [PR
Docket No. 93–305] received May 16, 1996, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Commit-
tee on Commerce.

3043. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule—Trade Regulation Rule
on Misbranding and Deception as to Leather
Content of Waist Belts (16 CFR Part 405) re-
ceived May 16, 1996, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce.

3044. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting an update to the
PLO Commitments Compliance Act report
on March 1, 1996, pursuant to Public Law 104–
107, section 604(b)(1) (110 Stat. 756); to the
Committee on International Relations.

3045. A letter from the Chief Counsel, Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control, Department
of the Treasury, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia (Serbia and Montenegro) and Bosnian
Serb-Controlled Areas of the Republic of
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